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WISTORY OF PERQUIMANS COUNTY 


SWANN 


William Swann was grt 1200a in James City Co Va, Nov 5, 1635, for trans 
24 persons, some of whom were Mehard Jones, John Swann, Nicholas Stallings, 
Nicholas Foster, Edward Champion, & Richard Perry. This grant was reissued 
to Thomas Swann, by Sir John Harvey. 

Thomas Swann had tand grant, Mar 1, 1638, 1200a (as ahove) on South side 
of James River, “to half way Neck.” Another ert, May 9, 1638, on South 
side of the James, “at a place called Swanns Bay.” le was a member of the 
House of Burgesses, from James City Co, (Surry) 1645-49, and from Surry 
Co, 1657-58. In Councll 1660-80; d Sept 16, 1680. His home was on Swanns 
Point, Surry Co Va, & the Fnellsh sent to suppress Bacons Rebellion, met 
at his house. He married five times, Miss Codd being hls first wife, by 
whom he had, ist Samuel, b May 11, 1653, who moved to Perq Co, N. U. 

Maj Samuel Swann, “Eldest son of Thomas Swann Esq, of Southwarke 
pish, dec'd, for £30 pd by Mary Swann Widow of afad” sold 300a in Surry Co, 
upon Grays Creek, “nart of a grt unto my dec'd father, for 19300, Oct 4, 1645. 
Senl Feb 26, 16814. Sarah Swann Ack’ sd Deed, Mar 7, 168%. (Surry Co 
Te ogee wife of Maj Samuel, (by letter) apt’ Cant Thomas Swann of 
James City Co, her Att’ to recover “goods, Chattels, & money due my sd 
husband.” April 39, 1694. Test’ Wil Foster, Will Gray, Roger Willlams. 

rc ords. 
Oe a ie and heir of Thomas,” for £75 84 pd by John Tuke oe 
Surry Co, sold “All Right in Est of my father, the late Capt Thomas Swann, 
and apt’ Maj Arthur Allen Att’ Feb 8, 1704. (Surry Co records.) 

Samuel Swann “of N. C. gent; sot to Joseph John Jackman of Surry Co 
Vir’ for £459, land called Swanns Point, 1650a, was 300a grt hy ad Banitiek 
by deed, to Mary Swann Relict of Thomas, which was grt sd Thomas “his 
father” by patent, Feb 15, 1645, in Southwarke Parish, on South side of the 


James River. Mar 4 1706. Elizabcth wife of Samuel Ack’ her Dower right. 
(Samuel Swanns 2d wife née Lillington.) : 

Samuel Swann proved rights for 13 persons, in Perq precinct 1694, & re- 
celved for Importing them 640a of land: himself, wlfe Sarah (d of Wm Druin- 
mond) & sons: Willlam, Samuel, Sampgon, Henry, & Thomas, Elizabeth Hunt, 
& 5 negroer. 

We was grt by John Archdale 459a in Pasq Co, Feb 26, 1696, ‘at the mouth 
of Newbeguu Creek,” which he conveyed to said Archdale, the next day. 

On Oct 29, 1702 Samuel Swann Esq, was ert 850a, “tn ye prect of perauimons, 
adj Mr Thomas Durant, and Roan Oak Sound, Northerly on Batemaus Creek, 
& Easterly on lands of Geo Katchmalde (now in poss’ of Mr Jno Hawkins) 
being part of 3333a grt by Sir Wm Berkley, late Gov of Vir, to sd Katchinalde, 
late of the precinct of Perq dec'd.” April 1, 1663. 

Hon'ble Maj Samuel Swann Sec of State. (At a Gen'l Court In Perq pre't 
1700.) The ages of his first children, can not be found in Perg. His wlfe 
Sarah, died April 18, 1696. Samuel Swann (1) m 2d Elizabeth née Lillington 
(d of Alex & wife Sarah née James) widow of John Fendall. (See deeds, for 
mar contract.) Issue: 1 Ellzabeth, b June 26, 1698—2 Sarah, b Dec 29 

Maj Samuel Swann d 7 ber 14, 1707. (Berkeley Par Reg, Perq Co.) 

Samuel (1) Swann, m Elizabeth Fendall (widow) before Oct 10, 1698. 

John Fendall late of this County, dled Dec 20, 1695, at Capt Walkers house. 
(Capt Henderson Walker, one time Gov of Albemarle m Ann Lillington, sister 
of Elizabeth, 2d wife of Samuel Swann.) 

For the will of Maj Samuel Swann, see Grimes N, C. Wills, p 368, which 
was p April 20, 1708. He bequeathed to s WHHain “a Blble, & seal ring,” 
to sons: Sampson, Henry, & Thomas, “land between Muddy Creek, & Marshy 
Gutt" sons: Samuel, & John, dau’s Elizabeth, & Sarah; wife Elizabeth. 

Henry Swann of Perq, Merchant: apt’ Mr William, & Thomas Swann his 
Att’ Sept 21 1709. 

Thomas Swann of Pasq Co, conveyed 127a itn sd Co, “to his cousin Wm 


Drummond of Vir, to him & his heirs forever’ Oct 18, 1726. (Pasq County 
Records.) 


Samuel Swann of Perq was dec'd 1704. Mary widow & Admix. (Col Rec 
Vol I.) Thts could not he Maj Samuel's son, as he names a gon Samuel in 
his will, 1708. If the Samuel who died 1704. left any issue, there is no record 
of it In Perq. 

(3) Samuel (8 of Maj Samuel & Sarah née Druinmond) m Mary 
(Widow Vali) issue: Mary, b Mch 5, 1726/7, m Richard Clayton—2 Sarah. 
b Sept 3, 1729-—3 Samuel, b Dec 8, 1731. 

Samnel Swann (3) will Perq, p April 1753, names his dau Mary “wife of 
Richard Clayton,” to whom he left “land on the Sound side.” other dau’s 
Sarah, Aun, Elflzabeth, Martha, Jane, Margaret. Exrs John, & Jeremiah Valt 
(brothers). Test’ Susannah Vall, William: Woolard. 

Thomas Swann (s of Maj Samuel @ Sarah Drummond) lived in Pasq Co, 
where his will was p Aug 9, 1733. Sons: Samuel, & Wiillam, He made bequest 
to Dan's Rebecca, & Elizaheth, “land at Moyock, in Currituck Co," wife 
Elizabeth. 

John & Thomas Swann moved to Hyde County, where thelr descendants 
are now living. The county seat of Hyde, Swan Quarter, was probably 
named for this branch of the familly. Page 2 of 4 
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(3) Samucl Swann, was Speaker of the Assembly fn 1715. Samuel Swann 
Gent, was sworn in by George Nichols, Alt’ Gen'l, for the Countles of Currituck, 
Pasquotank, Perquimans, & Chowan, Oct 3, 1762. 

Samuel Swann, & son John were Exrs of the will of Thomas Snowden, p 
in Perq Oct 1736. 

One of Maj Samuel Swanns dau's m John Baptista Ashe, another m Fred- 
erick Jones, of Chowan County, Chief Justice of N.C. 1720. 

Major Samuel Swanna reeord In Per, is without a blemish. The family 
adhered faithfully to the faith of their fathers, & Samuet Swann was instru 
mental in establishtug a Chureh according to his bellef, the Church of England, 
helieved to be “old Nags Head Chapel” which has tong eince disappeared. 
This Chapel, not far from his home, was still unfinished at his death, but It 
served the people of “Durants Neck" for many generations, fina}ly falling 
into decay, it was turned over to the Methodist congregation, and It is said 
the present New Hope Chureh rests upon the old foundations of Nags Head 
Chapel. This Methodist Church, Is the oldest In the county, so It seems. 
Here New Hope took root npan “old hope” burled In the past. 

At the present thme there Is not a llving representatlve of this Influential 
family in Perq, the last to be found, being Samuel, who was dee'd June 13, 
1771, withant heirs. Like so many other families, once numerous in our 
county, they have drifted away, & only the records are a reminder that they 
at one time wiclded a strong hand in the public affairs of this sectfon. 

The New Hanover Land Grants, In N. C. show that Samuct Swann, was 
ert 320a in sald county, on Hast side of the road, from Wilmington, to Bruns- 
wick, below his line, Feb 23, 1754. and 200a on same day, same runnings, 
and 200a on Long Creek, all same date. Thus we see the Swann family con- 
tinued to migrate ever sou{hward. The Counties of Hyde, Beaufort, & New 
Hanover, would probably yield valuable Information, about this splendid 
family. 
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